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By W.M.AUison ^^, 





I'm afraid we're too tATE ! 
8UT SURROUND THE PLACE AN 
KEEP YORE CWNS ready! 



THtY WERE HERt, ALL RIGHT, BUT 
THEY LEFT [N A HURRY'. 



EVERYBODY SCATTER, OUT AN 
UOOK FOR sign! 





foNJL HOSS WtNT EAST AH' 
TWO WINT HO'THl 
WE'LL FOLLOW THt TWO! 
THOSE SMALL mi NTS LOOK 
LIKE. JANE'S BUCKSKIN'. 
THE Htai AP.I. LIKELV ■ 



«ICIi« BOUBLt. 
iX LtT'S &0! 



H£ S A tOTLY MOHBRE.! WE'VE 6£-E N | 

F0\I1. HOURS TRAILIN* HIM. AN' HERE'S 
NIGHT COMIM'ON an' he's TOOK TO TKE .'ii- 
WATER'. we'll wave, to C^mP 
TILL OAVLICHT. JT'SGOIN'TO ' 
et A T01J6W TRMl 



— Tv^r 
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Behind the Curtain 



Grim Tragedy Lurk«l ia the Shadows of the St^e Settmg and the Law 

Rushed Detective Larry Speed to Solve the Dark Mystery that Dropped the 

Curtain on a Baffling Crimson Terror. 



A Stiort Detective-Action Story 
V WALLACE KIRK 



D' 



^UKE" BEESlliU, aliM tho Couat Sergi 
MarinkoT, backed iiaitiiif ly from the secret 
door of tie Silver Bactle's private dining 
room. The duk«, iis identity discoTered. w-as mak- 
ing a getairay from the pins o( th« St. James 
hoys, as they were known to the police. The cms I, 
bard face of the bogus ecmnt, masked behind a 
meticulously barbered Imperial beard, was turned 
to the door as he tiptoed across the heavily car- 
peted floor of the room. In hi a eyes was the bale- 
ful gleam of the hunted wolf. He heard them 
coming. It was not a getaway, then. It was the 
duke's last stand. 

Whipping a ehort-barreled pearl-handlpd pistol 
(rom beneath his Tu:^, Breslau. stopped in the 
middle of the room. He had reached the end of 
the road. The sound of voices, the swift movement 
of running feet, slamming: of doore, crept nearer 
end nearer as the gang searched for him. Well, 
he tad given them a run for their money, 

"Traybelrs will never know," he half whispered. 
"The Island of the dogs will remain a secret with 
Count Marinkov," 

The cry of the pack rose louder, reached the 
door and it hurst open. Blood hungry avengers of 
the underworld code sprang tnto the room, weaptau 
blazing. Bresla/n lotted in their face* and stood, 
feet spread wide like a marksman In a shooting 
gallery, firing coolly. 

"Come on you — scum," ahouled Breslau, laughing 
as ha called, "Where'* the lights ?— Ha . , . Ha , , . 
Ha— Nobody tnowi? — "Wha caxmtf—Jkit , . , That 

was Sunny Bannister , . ." 

FaUln^ alowly, Jei-kln* as tha bullet* knocked 
him this way, Uiem thait, but doggedly keeping his 
feet nnder him, Duke Breslau at last melted to the 
floor/UXft a bit of light filmy ailk that slldM down a 
ioft air curTflnt to rest la ripple* b<*l<5« a pool of 
crimson hue. 

The kiOers crept caatloualy across the floor 
toward their victim, stopped «udd«iily as a feebla, 
whispering «ffort' bubbled tr<aa ttt* DtikV* lisx. 

••Jlother," tie oaHed. 

And tha cmrttdn vm* lowrtJ on ih» lati eet of 
Clayton Htiy'* nnJrrw^rld drama "Th» Dark 



TEXSB and suH as th« walJj of the theatr* the 
audianc* fit gripped by the stark realism of tbe 
final icema, Sophlsticat*d Broadway Btage review- 
er* l>M^i*i''d««^l7, BbaMfig ©a £hft priekly chill* 



that swept tism like a bleak wind. First night 
regulars sighed audibly, looked Bheepishly at oat 
another, then relaxed in taeir seats. 

Just the mellowest sort of melodrama. But what 
a marvellous piece of acting by Famwell Ambler. 
It was worth sitting through the whole shoic again 
juBt to watch Mr. Ambler die. So utterly true to 
life — and death. And his thought of his mother. 

Behind the curtain waa another scene with actors 
staring stupidly at one another as, grouped around 
the body of Frederick Seller, they watched the 
effort.* of author and stage manager to arouse the 
man whom the audiences believed to be Famweli 
Ambler. One man etood up suddenly lookinjc 
around at the cast, speechles*, then he turned and 
rushed to the curtain, swept it aside and stepped 
out upon the apron. 

The audience wa* moving Blowly up the aisles, 
chatting, smiling, gathering in parties behind the 
orehestrai wall. Clayton. Hays called «xcltediy 
from his place on the apron of the stage as some 
of the people eaw him and began to clap their 
hands. 

"Is ther* a doctor in the audience T" he shouted, 
"A doctor — pleaie — hurry!" 

A tall straight man in evening clothes touched 
hts wife on the arm, and strode quiekly dowu the 
aisle, leaping to the apron. Hayes led bha *wiftJy 
behind the curtain. 

Doctor Perry bent over Selter, tors away hi* 
coat and vest, and the player* fell back, aghast. 

"The man is dead," declared Perrj. "Shot 
through th* heaK." 



OFFICER CORBETT, from the beat, held the 
com pan r on the stage while the Homicide Squ*d 
nushed Detective Sergeant lArry Speed with tw» 
men to the Belmor* Theatre. 

Speed and his detail came in throtwb th* stag* 
entrance and took charge. 

"Everybody find chairs," ordered the detectlv* 
sergeant "No one leave* th* stage. 'Who'i th* 
stage manager?" 

Paul Ashtord stepped forward, without speaking, 
and stood before Speed. 

"What do you think?" demanded Speed, "Tea 
were on the stage. How eould it happen?" 

Ashford hesitated, unafraid, but still half stunned 
hv the mysterious death. "Y^.s, I was right there," 
he said pointing to the wings, "but I can't — " 

"All right," Speed cut in swiftly, "Never mind." 

Clayton Haya, who wrote tht play, epoke us 



«nd eiplatned the scene to the detectlTes, (howed 
them how the action was «tageil and just what 
had happened. Speed listened attentiTelr, his 
eyes travelling methodically from face to face as 
Hays talked. When th« plajrlght paused, Speed 
raised a hand. 

"Okay," he said. "Who were the jangsters la 
this scene? Who was on the set shooting ftt the 
time? Stand up." 




Seren men arose sileutly and all eye« turned 
on them. 

"But those rerolvers," interjected Hays, "Yi'U 
see officer — you coudn't kiU a man with one of 
them. They are all specially constructed for effect. 
The muzzles are screw-plugged and the hole — 
there — " he tootc one from a tremblins hand and 
showed It to Speed — "the flame hreafcs out here." 

Speed !ooked at the seven black new looking blf 
revolvers, ail stage g:uns, fiied to conform with 
theatre requirements. A man could not shoot a 
hullet through the muizies, even If he wanted to. 

Turning suddenly, Speed ordered his men to 
search the seven. 

"A dark stage, you said," snapped Speed, aa 
nothing was found on the seven extras. "Everybody 
then. Line up there against the curtain. Search 
them all. Somebody shot him," 

The medical examiner came onto the stage and 
proceeded to make bis own Investigation. Death by 
gun shot Probing brought to light a .38 caliber 
lead bulisL Speed's men went ttirough the cast, 
overlooldiig no one. 

"This maJi," said the detective, with a sweeping 
gesture toward the deceased actor. "Does anybody 
know any reason why somebody should want him 
killed? Anybody know anything about him? You 
say be went in at the last minute to take Famwell 
Ambler's role. What happened to Amhler?" 

The stage manager, Ashford, spoka up hollowly, 

"Mr. Ambler never arrived at the theatre," he 
tzplained. "Twenty minutes before curtain time 
we called in Mr, Seller and he made a quick study 
of the part. Something has happened to Ambler—" 

There was a sudden sound of footsteps at the 
stage entfance. The door chain clanked and a 
stool scraped on the cement floor. 

"W'hat'a that?" cried Ashford, and then one of the 
women in "The Dark House" cast swooned, and fell 
Into the arms of a man standing beside her. 

Famwell Ambler had walked onto the stage, a 
bandage wrapped around his head, his eyes staring 
at the assemblage. 

to his head, "How did it go? , . . Why — " he saw 
to his head, "How did It go? . . . Why — " he jsaw 
the body on the floor. "What on earth's hap- 
pened ?" 

Two ETiort, stocky men In evening clothes now 
appeared brushing the curtain aside and coming 
across the stage. 

"Who are they?" demanded Larry Speed of Ash- 
ford. 

"The producers," explained the stage manager. 

The detective ignoried them and stepped up to 
the bandaged actor. 

"Where have you 1)86111* 



"Me — " Ambler hesitated, frowning at his ques- 
tioner. He looked across the stage at Ashford, 
glanced around at the company, "^Tio are you — 
what business Is It of yours — I have — " 

"Listen, Ambler," said Detective Speed force- 
fully, "This is no time for 'up-staging' me. I'm frtim 
the Homicide Division, Police Headquarters. That 
man has been killed and I want to know where 
you were — when you should have been here." 

"Killed " Famwell Ambler drew back, aghast, 
"Oh, my Grodl— Why— How— " 

Speed swung around and motioned to his men. 
"Put the irons on this man," he ordered, then to 
Ambler whose mouth opened as if to cry o'Jt, 
"Tofu'll talk when we get you In the heater," 

"^0 . . . No," shouted Ambler hoarsely, "Don't 
, . ." a« he saw the handcuffs dangling before his 
eyes, "You can't do . . , Why I've Just come from 
the hospital . . . I—" 

"WTiat hospital?" snapped Detective Speed. "How 
did you get In a hospital? What for?" 

"My car," said the actor with arms throvni behind 
him to avoid the manacles. "I had a slight acci- 
dent ... in fact. I was unconscious. Call the 
Dickinson Hospital. I Just left there." 

I^rry Speed stared hard at Amhler, The actor 
returned his gaze boldly. 

"Lock every door in this theatre," commanded 
Speed. "Front, hack, side — everywhere. Deegan," 
he turned to one of his men. "set on the phone 
in the office and find out \bout this at Dickinson." 

As he returned to the stage, Deegan nodded con- 
llrmingly. 

"Yeh," he said to the Intense Larry Speed, "They 
had Ambler over there. Slight contusion. Car 
skidded and hit a post. He was unconscious when 
they brought him In. Looks queer, don't It. Ijarry?" 

"Still," whispered the detective sergeant. "What's 
that?" 

Somewhere out there in the theatre they all heard 
the sound of metal clicking, like the slipping of a 
snap lock on one of the balcony flre exit doors. 



SEARCHING- the theatre, the alley, the players; 
sweating them one by one, got Detective Ser- 
geant Speed nowhere. It was "t?ell on Into the 
morning when he shook his head grimly and saw 
the artists leave the theatre under esfeort of special 
"shadows." They would b« calling this another of 
those unsolved police case?, another mystery 
shelved because the criminal was too smart for the 
law. 

When the curtain rose on "The Dark House" the 
following night Speed, with his two side kicks, 
Deegan and Webb, were seated in a box The 
story of the murder had been hushed. Famwell 
Ambler would appear tonight as programmed. And 
Larry Speed believed steadfastly that Ambler w?s 
connected In some manner with the killing of 
Selter. 

"Tbey look absolutely alike," Speed mentioned 
to Webb beside him, as Ambler, suave and debonair, 
behind his crepe hair Imperial aud moustache, 
walked smoothly through his part as Count SergJ 
Marinkov. "Selter and this Ambler— same size — 
build. Even voice." 

Two acts and three scenes unfolded before the 
detective's eyes. The third act opened. Ambler, 
playing the dual role, was giving a splendid per- 
formance. No trace of his scalp woimd showed 
over the footHgrhts. Make-up skillfully applied, 
covered this. Then came the last scene of the play. 

Speed was nodding slowly to himself, impatient. 
Back of the curtain they could hear slight sounds 
as the crew switched the seta. 



J 



I know now," esli Larry Speed, to Wefeb and 
Beegan. "This Ambler was the bird mbced. up in 
tli&t wild party last winter in Gladyi Delsar'a flit. 
■Member?" His compaalom codded. •'That'* wiio 
he iB. The Broadway actor that Hook Fanley swore 
got those «pJirkler«. I knew I'd Been his mug 
•ome place. Ah.'* 

The eurta!a wag risSng: now. Ttie Eudience hung 
on the edge of its seat, tense, listening to the bitter 
heroine. And from the opposite door came Count 
Seigi. He was Duke Breslau now, and he backed 
hiltingly from the door. The cruel, hard face of 
the bogus count was lixed on the door, A hunted 
wclL And behind him — 

"They never found thoie sparklers," mused Speed 
under hii breath as he watched Ambier'a superb 
acting. 

"That'i a fact, Larry,," wllipered Webb, 

Whipping a short barreled, '^earl. handled pistol 
from beneath hit Tux, Breelau stopped in ihe 
mifJdle of the room. 

"Traybiere will never know," the actor growled. 
"The iiland of the dogs will remain a secret witb 
Count MarinkoT." 

Into the room sprang the bSoodhounds of the 
underworld. Breslau laughed la their faces and 
stood calmly, as they opened fire in the half light 
of the secret room, shooting back at them. 

The detective sergeant and his cronies watched 
It intently; saw the mob crowd in the door, saw 
» couple of them topple forward on their faces; 
dying a stage death; saw Famwell Ambler clutch 
at hU heart, and stagger, bending, choking — dead. 

".\ jEOod actor," remarked Speed, rising and 
etanding in the arch of the box. "He jerked there 
like a guy with a real slug shot Into him. Ton 
'member Hook Faniey waa sent up to the Icebox 
for that job 7"' 

Detective Webb dragged Deegan out by the arm 
and the three started down the stairs, their con- 
versation drowned in the hum and busBi of tiie 
audience filing out of the house. As they reached 
the orchestra floor and Speed beckoned them toward 
the small door that led to the stage, they halted 
•tlffly. 

Beyond the asbestos curtain a woman icreamed. 

Speed was first through the door. Players, stage 
hands, ertrag were milling about. Speed grabbed 
the first tean in his path. 

"What was that!" he cried. "Who screamed 
back here?" 

"It was Miss Ijatham," stammered the man, "the 
leading woman." 

"Where is she?'* demanded the officer, glancing 
around swiftly. 'T^'hat'g this?" 

"They've carried her out to her room," offered 
the man. He raised a (altering hand, trembling 
now, pointing to the set, and the detectives saw 
men and women crowded in the center of the stage, 
"Mister Ambler's dead," the man added, 

LARKY SPEED shoved hig way through the cir- 
cle of players. Paul Ashford was crouched 
beside the body of Famwell Ambler, and Ashford 
was gtaring upward, far Into the heights of the fly 
Cillery. 

Speed went over Ambler quickly, 

"Webb— Deegan : " he shouted. "Quick! Shut 
the house tight. This time well get 'em. Every- 
body quiet. Ashford. help me get the ushers, door 
men an' all hands to clear the house cut front. 
Throw on all lights, front and sfAge. You seven." 
he snapped spinning swiftly on hig toes to face the 
dumbfounded extras who had appeared only in the 
last scene as "killers"— "Line up;" he ordered, and 
whipped hig gun out covering them. 



While Speed searched the seyen "stage" Mllerg th» 
curtain was being raised. All lights were on now. 
Webb and Deegan had posted the front doorman, 
two porter* and Ashford around the houge ai tha 
sldB exits. The front door* were locked, tifeht, 
Larry Speed satisfied himself that the extra ia?n 
were beyond suspicion, 

"Put all the women In one dressing room," he said 
calmly, "Keep your voicea low 11 you have to 
talk." 

The women were bundled off stage and Bhut up 
In the first dressing room and Detective Larry Speed 
faced the otiers, speaking briefly. 

"The man who killed Ambler," he said, "Is still 
In this theatre. I'm giving him a chance to come 
out and give himself up. Here," he turned to the 
•tage hands, "take this set away, quick Webb ! Start 
under the stage. Deegan, get up through the boxes 
on that side." 

Speed scanned the house from the stage where 
he stood. Row after row of seats; orchestra, bal- 
cony, gallery; a dead stillneas over all. He watched 
a spot in the balcony like a tiger watches a buck's 
horns moving in the jungle. It was no dream. 
Somebody was crawling along a row, between the 
seats, In the balcony. 

"Mike!" Speed yelled at Deegan. "Mike, let hita 
have it," 

With an oath a man sprang up and raced fran- 
tically across the balcony, gun waring. Speed 
shouted for everybody to duck. A porter covertiig. 
the exit door toward which the fugitive was plung- 
ing, fled, diving out of sight between the seats. 
Speed's pistol roared, and the killer's gun flung 
down, blazing. The people on the stage hurled 
themselves out of the aooe, as Mike Deegan went 
dashing up the steps from a box. Bring at the 
moving targeL 

"Under cover," shouted Speed running for the 
left stairs, "It's the Hook. Hook Fanley. Drop 
that gun, Hook!" 

But Fanley was at the exit door and shoved it 
open, turning to throw a final shot at Detective 
Speed. Reaching the door Speed banged It open 
and leaped out onto the Iron flre stairway. Deegan 
came at his heels, a ragged bullet hole in his 
sleeve, 

"I'll get him," shouted Speed. "There, that's 
htm." They saw Hook Fanley drop from the ladder 
at the bottom, hug the wall of the buildings and 
race swiftly out Of the alley to the street. Sfleed 
plunged down the stairs and was gone. 




A TAXI swung around the comer with groaning 
iV gears as Detective Speed reached the street. 
He jumped to the running board of & parked taxi 
"Get that machine!" he yelled at the driver as h« 
dropped into the baggage space beside him. "Step 
on It I" 

The c^r shot away from the curb and Speed felt 
the lurch as the "night hawk" missed the cornftT 
curb by a hair. Then the race was on. 

Down the block like Hades on wheels, the two 
raced, the law car backed by the shield in Larry's 
pocket, screaming its warning horn to the skies. 



Speea reit ihm irlTer lUp aowB. & iittis, cro-at^iEi, 
eipectantlr. Bullets might etsrt to flf. Speed 
reraembered his guar due out bullets frem hiS 
pocket and rslnaded a« tile t'wo cars fouiht for 
balance on the turn. 

"H» "Won't •boot," Sp«M told bin driver. "H* 
wsnts y> maka It It bs can. Watcb It, Ttiera. 
6 wing over," 

The machine that carried Hook Fanler ewerred, 
hun;5 on !wo wheels and dore suddenly Into thi» 
Ride street, ecreaming -with apeed, and bphlnd It 
e-ame the lnw car TFlth I^rry Speed cllnginjc to the 
■windshield, head down and his gun coming up. 

The roar of h's gim blaeted the night, and Speed 
watched narrowly, saw the car ahead lurch, hearS 
the icreech of brakes, then feU his own machtn* 
rMnging lt« tail us the iJriver iammetl hlg for>t 
down, Fanler had le*ped from th« crippled ma- 
chine «ni d&ihed Into tb« irlde door of *& All-nlgbt 
faraite. ^ 

Speed ran ■• fa.°t aj hi eoald to ths gftrwe an^ 
•rriTed la time to see the lift Roin? iici. On It 
crouched Hook Fanley. He fired as he eaw the 
detective and Speed threw himself flat. 

"Staif where yon are I" ebouted Speed to a eoaplt 
of nmchanid who ap'peared, "Kf«p out of thta, 
ron." 

With thia warning he plunged for the elevator 
ib&ft. It was one of those aff&irs open front *nd 
rear. Only m. «haln for aafety. Speed measiired 
tbs distance and Juraped for the undercarriage of 
the lift Itself, catching Jt with hts flnyer tips. Then 
he Bcrajnbled fast hand over hand arroia the 
bottom of the platform and hung, listening. 

Hook Fanley was still going np. Speed saw 
the second floor at his ehouMer, then the openinp, 
and he knew he w-as doing a thing tbat few coppers 
would try- As the opening widened he put every 
Mince of b!» strenjrth into a desperate swing and 
fiung himself vp, orer the edge ot iht lift. 

"You gotta nerve." snarled Fanley, whirling, 1 — " 

Both euna hlai»d toeethar, the lietectire ebooHng 
ti he rnlled irildlT to one Fide, half rising end flrin? 
tgain as Finley took a step away from the control 
Sid lettled down to bis knesi. Ho tried, to Itfi 



niE pis. &gE,m, ana speea waj on ftim in i dlTtEj 
taclde. The weapon ■went clattering, and Spefeo 
pinned Hook against the side -wall of the elevator, 

Fanley groaned, holding his breast. "The first 
guy, Speed," he mumbled, "I wa« wrniig. i wa? 
out to get Ambler. I figured it all out, and it wonlds 
been perfect— made to order, huh!" 

Detective Speed stood up and placed his han't 
to his side. His heart -iras swimming. Blood oozed 
from a wound under his arm pit. He reached o^er 
and took the controi in his hand, moved It, felt 
the lift stopping, then threw !t over and started 
it dovra to the itreet leveL 




"Teh," said Speed, his eyeo on Hook. "Spill It, 
Hock. What did Ambler do to yoaT" 

Hook Fanley lifted his face, Uredly. He was 
■lipping fait, 

"Ton ask me, Speed. 1 took the rtp--didnt IT — 
And he to«k the eparkJere. Thirty rhons*nd ■wortl! 
— a.nd he wouldn't spUt » dime, I'm sorry e,ly«it 
that other guy. Ho was pla^' thla louse part 
an' I—" 

Th» lift was stopping itself at the itreet floor, 
and Speed cianeed knowingly at the figure of Hook 
Fanley, bent against the side of the car. So Fam- 
well Ambler T>ID have those stones, Fanswell 
Ambler, alias "Duke" Breslaii, alias the bogiis Count 
Pergl Marinkov: a character man, as fhey say in 
the theatre — hut a questionable ehsracter, as they 
call it at headqiiarters. And a crook: 

"Hey!" Defective S^jtreanf Speed called to on* of 
the four men standing near the gsrage office, "Back 
a taxi in here, mis'ter, fcnd make it snappy, pitas*," 



la the next isiue of The Comics Magazine you have » tmI treat in itote for yoo. Doa't biim 
the new story by Wallace Kirk, popular author whose yam you hsv* just read. His itory next 
ffionth wtli he ahout a dog; an Airedale pup who grows up with the he«rt of a Iton end courage 
enough to fight his way iTjto j'eur own heart for keeps. So watch out for the neirt issue end read 
about the gajtne little terrier who stuck to hts guns and proved that evea a dog remembers. 



Don't Fail to Find 
the Coupon 
in This Issue 
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\s/eu! MR. Boniface] 

WHAT IS IT? 



Tt S tMS KieN CAP! { 

THeiR FEGMN^ ' 

ARE HURT B^- ,! 

CAiJ-Se, YH^ PoRtS 

soRtA actin op! 




I 



who's -fwe j.ea6^r^ 
IN tMis coMPL^l^^r^ 

V tk M R. VV tA I FPLE PI FF 

- — in 



PlFFkE WHIFF? |§ IT IS 5m! ^ ( 
B fRiNQ -THE DOG §> ^j '. 





n 



NGJNo'. NOTTHAT5lf?!- VOO 
-SEE lT5 THE "PoR-iC - THE 
PoRk GOTTOOOiN' THINGS 
-r>\AT ANV R.eSPECTASkB 
PIECE d PORK WOOk&NTOOl 
iKN'T>4AT CR&ATeO A <S{^&KT 
COWrklCT VVITHIV OU(^ 

eARTS _ 

5. 



(^ 




ONE. ACCORO- VO-re[>;.-TW\T' - '^ 
UPOWTKE AFOReMEWTiON&P . 



'our €5tHET*C,SET'Se,WAS 
OFFEHDEO! -\VE^Ce>ukO> 

N ■ i.0 N « e R ro >.£ R ate: ..vf 

SUCH SftSe ©eWANJf^R^I 

ON-TH^ PART ^P"^^^^j,pf 
ViHD'^s ANCESTORS RAMKtl 




\JHtFFLE.PlFFS EPK SPEECH \V(NS 
THE OAy-JuDGEMeWT IS PASSED- 










"rtrr^^"^^ ^<X ^-Tna ^^^^Lcv ZifRB sissies c onrnwc 1/ 

W ATTLE lAlflKECOU/jrV. )1 1 | S;g;Sgyw/7-« J ^ OT C.C»..~^0-.^.:J1_:. 




fe3^ wileog g^^ i^g^gg.^ 



«e CflMe TO THE ice-cRfflM ^ro^^r 




i?£S^%^,fo^y<^ SHORT COT TO mE - 



//f tfor7H£Re IN PLENTY OP VJ^^^J^^l 

M...onp-.^rflgr£p To cgoss in_ ^ 



k 




THEH l^B yip 8EHtNi> Fl SiG- ROCJK WHICH 
ftrfZ Of^E €Y£ WlueoR To SHOUJ Op ,:,^ 



To POLL THE' STffr^ HhiB TlCHT- MMICM 




12J5HT ON HiS ^(OSe -S-pflLING- *y(5 fAns- 
TER OFF ON HIS HEflO fJsP STUNNlNCr :^. 



t4tfA — 





r1 

To QFILLOP CpEd HMP CffPTORe HfM *^ 

ser /<!ffsrY ffsour t\ 



:'^--i",>«>V 



,S5ftr«^SR 



T«e' 0.*?AJKfS? WAS So ftfffSfD WITH IHE 
FR\.'OR MY&ftHt^OPa PiOTo HlMTHetT ' 








^^^*.' 

Shocks! - by^e time GR^moPR^S^' 

QUT IN THE BRCK YHRP VUHBRS FiVNT 
MiMcRV/? CHH51P f^iM iO Ftt^lSH'HiS^ 
SfAOi<£ HE FoR<:^or i^HftT HS OiO WiT^ 
The QRS^K^R'S RBW/JRV/^CNSiY^SoRft^. 



^!b£ 




On my annual trip to the grsat 

SOOW WfSr WITH Mf EVff^-REfftOr 
MlfilATyRE CAMERA, f SAvV A PLVKTIY 
CVtIMBRlCAL rtOUMTAPX RAM&E STSETCMEO 
jHCROSS TrtS LmO LUCE A iHU<ie WORM, 
TO MAKE A PANORAMA Vi£W - 




/ /<AI> TO GALLOP A rtORSf MR TWO 
OAYJ , CLICKING W CAMEftA 
CMSTA^JTLlr. O;^ COf^PLFT,'N<i «T 
SNAfSrtOTC I PREPARED TO D£V£LOr 
IH£ MfCATIVES )«MIBiAT£U'-AS I 

An AH impatient; jwl. 



( «A0 MY DEV£L0PM4 SOLUnOJ^ IN 
rA,NS READY TO JTAKT WHEN A 
GREAT JHAOOVV CAy^lE OVER THE 
VIC/MTV. LOOKING UP, I SAW T«aT 
MY /(OUNTAJ.'J RANGE WA« J*( 
REALITY A /lOfJSTROirt RATTif S^«A»C£. 




jrs «IA0 WAS P0«5£0 Td STSlKE SO 
/N CONSTIaNATiON 1 FEU. O^iR f^f 
KVE1.0Pirta SOLUTfON SfllLlNi IT ALi, 
'OVER nr R!S«T ARM ,WH'CA DSVIlOPEO 
TDirtOR/^OyS HtOPWDONS . ID SAvf 



BiPTILE er T«£ NECX; ANI> DRA{iCEt> 
IT To iHi N BAR EST AIRDROME A.NO 
IMPI«USON£& If )N A HANfiER , 1 TMEN 
PHONE A N£W YORK OROWOTER . 

fCT EASr. 



AfreR SOf* C>iFf ICUUY Wf LOftOtO 
Mis head on a FRgiCHT T^^A.'r^ ANO 
STARrES* To OKAS «(M TO fWE EAST 
COAST. THE SVWUff ,STW&80RNLI<f, 
WOONO HIS TAIL j!^ftOlJND\A CLif 
ANa REfoSeD TO BUBGC. 




THE TRAI«,JUSTAS JTuaeoRN, SIEACILT 
JTfArtiO CAST WAR 0-ST« ETC AJNft (IT 
MlENO ™J?WiE« ANO THrNNEa. 

T»'/0 WtrS LATiR A MAN ON J>fi 
OUTSKIRTS OP AKftOM OHIO, ON 



v_ 



CROSS INS TMC ITlWN TRACKS, 



NOTICED A LONG TMIIM SoWSTW.'rta 
STRETCH/Na Ef*0L£S5LY W EACM 
DIRECTION - SO HE CUT )T WITH 
A KNif6 - THIS CAUSeO TME TASL 
ENO TO WA? SAC*: ANO LA«!> .'W 
THE mC/FiC OCEAN WiTH liiCN 



A TERRIRC SPLASH That it SiAiNeo 
SALT WATER STEADILY eoH THRf f 
OAYS OVER THt £TaT£ Of CALiFfflWiA 
T#ilS LEFT SO KVCH SALT Ort 1ME efiOiWe 
THlMY Tf«5LISANB PE0P'..E,TH/«K(N6 iT 
WAS ENOW. MOVE t> TO FLORIDA 
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By Prof. PiiilUp S. Pac« 



^NE OF the first questions asked by- 
people, whether young or old, boys, 
girls, fathers or mothers, when the 
subject of stamp collecting is mentioned 
is: "How does one start a stamp col- 
lection?" 

Well, the answer to that one is very 
simple. One begins to notice stamps, to 
save odd stamps which may come in their 
mail, or to have friends save the stamps 
from their foreign mail. Some boys and 
girls have started fine stamp collections 
by making a regular picnic out of a hunt 
through the old attic. Almost every home 
has old trunks or boxes stored away in an 
attic or in the cellar. Old letters, long for- 
gotten, written perhaps from some far 
away port of the world, may be lying 
there now, gathering dust and waiting for 
some energetic young fellow or young lady 
to discover them and rescue the old 
stamps. 

That is one way of starting the fascinat- 
ing hobby of stamp collection. Here are 
some others for you. If you have friends 
or relatives who may work in a bank or 
some large business institution, ask them 
to bring home to you all the foreign or 
unusual stamps they observe during the 
course of their business day. Some folks, 
and this editor has seen them himself, 
make a practice of searching the waste- 
baskets of every office they visit for 
stamps that may have been thrown away 
on opened envelopes. We'd suggest how- 
ever that if our readers decide to follow 
this plan, they first obtain permission of 
the office manager. 

THE QUICKER METHOD 

For the young would-be collector who 
is in real earnest about adopting this 
hobby there are two swift and sure ways 
to begin ; first, to purchase stamps from 
some reliable dealer; and second, by ex- 
changing duplicates with collector-friends. 

When you come to buy stamps, remem- 
ber that the best and least e.xpensive 
beginning for your collection is to pur- 
chase what stamp dealers call a "World" 
or "General Variety" packet. These pack- 
ets range in size from one hundred to 



several thousand varieties, and are price c 
accordingly. If you will buy the largesi 
general variety packet which you cai 
afford, you will obtain — and at the lowes" 
possible cost — a large number of stamp; 
representing many countries. These wil. 
make an excellent foundation on which lo 
build your collection. 



#5^^ 






Tba Aoitrioa Sump Iuu*d iq 1917 u CammttDorAi* 
tb* Daath at ilu Aichdukc F«rdiH»iid ui4 Hi» Wii». 

Even boys and girls who have never 
saved stamps know that a collector must 
have an album in which to keep his col- 
lection. Some young people we know have 
started the hobby with a plain, ordinary- 
copy book of the sort thev use in school 
for compositions. This is all right if you 
don't take your hobby seriously. But if 
you are going in for collecting and going 
to really amount to sometliiiig with your 
"philately" as the hobby is called, then 
you will want an album. You can keep 
your sets better and arrange your stamps 
to show off to the best advantage. 

Albums, in case you mav not know, are 
designed especially for this purpose. 
Spaces are allotted' for certain stamps and 
certain groups or seta. Albums, too, gen- 
erally furnish one with a great deal of 
useful information regarding special 
stamps, with names and dates and the 
reasons, historical, for the high value of 
some stamps. 




Wmcxl l-Isru — An UruEumm Ait MmI Sump. 



Now if you are a collector already and 
are interested in a new album, or if you, 
after reading this, have decided to make 
a start in this fascinating hobbv and you 
want to know about the right kind of 
album to use, write a note to the STAMP 
EDITOR, of this magazine, at 11 West 



This department will make every effort to 
assist reader* of the magazine^ in locatiog 
certain book titles, old or new. If you 
have any questions about books, audiori or 
the location of publishers of certain classes 
of books, write your query to this depart* 
mcnt. If you require answer by mail, 
please enclose postage. 



|TTITH the coming of Spring and all 
yy the exciting plans most of us are 
making for the Summer, we don't 
;e8m to find as much time for reading as 
ve did during the long, gray cold days of 
he Winter just past, which the men wlio 
■veep records of the weather all over the 
country for the past seventy years tell us 
(vas the most unpleasant of them all. 
However, there are always rainy days, 
and hours here and there when there is 
rime and the inclination to sit down and 
lose one's self among the pages of a good 
book, an old friend or a new one. 

Now, boys and girls, I shall try and tell 
you of a few of the newest books pub- 
lished for young people, but I do hope 
that your reading tiiera will not make you 
forget your old book friends, those which 

' are your favorites and which you find de- 
light in reading over and over. However, 

K there are always birthdays and occasions 
for presents or rewards, and what could 

;;be nicer for either occasion than a book 

; : which one can treasure always ? 



Here are some of tixe newer offerings 
of the publishers: 

HEROES OF THE SH0AI5: By Allen 

Chaffee. This book is made up of true 
gtories and real adventures of the United 
States Coast Guard, the intrepid men who 
patrol the long, long coast line of our 
country. While the book can, of course, 
cover only a very small number of the 
tales of their bravery and daring, those 
it does tell are thrilling indeed and help 
to make all youngsters still more proud 
that they are Americans. It tells of men 
rescued from sinking vessels, ponies res- 
cued from a grounded barge, first aid 
brought after a terrific explosion, and the 
work of the International Ice patrol which 
covers the steamer lanes in the North 
Atlantic ocean. These fearless men dyna- 
mite the great icebergs so that they shall 
not be a danger to ships. There are many 
diagrams and drawings of the equipment 
used, photographs made during rescuei 
and a brief though complete history of 
the United States coast guard, A fine book 
and it is published by Henrj' Holt & Co., 
New York City, Price $2.00. 




I ' Stomp Ci>IUcton~-Connnac<]. 

' 42nd street, New York, N. Y., and enclose 
a three-cent postage stamp. You will 
receive by prompt return mail a very 
, interesting booklet devoted entirely to 
■ stamp collecting and telling you where 
you can get the right kind of album for 
your purpose. Remember, you must en- 
close the three-cent stamp To cover our 
: mailing cost only. 

Why not getyouraelf a hobby right 

novf ; one that will give you something to 

, do on rainy days and at the same time 

j help you to learn something of the his- 

. tones of the nations of the world. Not to 

ition the "Dossible future value of your 



collection. There are some collections that 
are known to be worth thousands of 
dollars. 




F»ncb Atr Mail Sump 

More about stamps and stamp collec- 
tors, next issue. 



EecriaUd ta part from » St»mp Collector'* Cataloir cf 
£. £, Huru « C«., Boitos. 




iaCKE 



IS 



The Coupon You'il Wanf To 
Fill Out and Moii of Once 
For Your Comics Insurance 



Have a sample copy of this fine magazine 
mailed at once to your friend, your Uttle 
or big neighbor — or — yourself. Get it 
from your postman every month at your 
door — and — regularly — for a whole 
year — and only One Dollarl 



Think of it! 12 issues of great adven- 
tures, slam-bang comics, real departments, 
information, pictures in bright colors that 
will please the eyes of all — young or old 
— and you get this — together with a 
sample copy of the current issue — mailed 
where you direct — all for One Dollar. 
You'll do the whole family a favor if you 
mail the coupon below — today! 

{ 

I SUBSCRIBER'S COUPON 

TO COMICS MAGAZINE CO^ Inc. 

11 West 42nd Strset, ' 
N.W Yort, N. Y. 

Bnclosed herewith find One Donar ror wRIcfi you are to put 
the following name on your tubscription luc for next 12 
istues, aUo sample copy of current issue: — 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY and STATE 




Walter Tetley 

One of tlie really few great child actor* 
whose f^me has spread by leaps and bounds. 
They call him the "Wee Harry Lauder" and 
his work on sEveral important NSC progranw 
has endeared hitn to millions of rjjio imi. 
Comics Magazine lakes in hat off (o >^a>u^ 



_ synopsis : 

5^ fiis firi^ fii^ht Frederick Zci-d /of?^ 
ir7 Jfoushn, Te/as, an Apii/ ■/S'^,/900, /wf as 
a />t'/<j/, ^i// as jonsse/y^er c/A^e -shirk: 
ffi fh^ (^ ofehve/7 ^earj fig huiJi- himx//^ 
a CActm//er ^//c/er i^'^i^crasn'f</oi7J>isfirs/-ffa//^ 
n/t«n fifheif ye&rj o/t/ Jiejcmcd Ma ?f^/ai/t 
jhft^er Trsr. 71/e/f yaar /?€ erd's^n/ n,/A^ ^€ 
T^oya/ F/t//r/^ Corps i'n Gana^^et. He e^^^ 
^<Jiff BaWe/iv/A ihe Germans 3fT<^ M^r- 

Viks. }j€ has floujn In 'US. anJ Mexico fn?u 
tfi£ Jl/vZiej ^o ihe Ti'cpics . 





fi'r^ NOT hurt; aw rn gowg^ 

j TO FLY TET, YOU'LL 5EE.' J 




LATER. IN school: 



I HET, FftEO! WflCK AHt TOu) A''' 



mWS T HE HfcHfLVEej ^ 






.Jt.Wf®'^*' 





T/ii SCHOOL- 
AtQ QUYmQ 

TO iC^AMMr 
FROM SCttOOL 

0FA6£ TQJum 

rut aps^irw- 
mifr forces 

AT THE U.S.- 
3<iR0£fi. 
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SKIPPEf^ 

SY JOHN PATTERSOhi 



SOHCLPME,|Pir 
AIMT HAM SHANK= 
YA OLD "SE-A 
HAVW K / 





Pi^iS::^^= 



2/klPPER HAM SHAWk9 AMD HlS PAL 
P0S5 FASH, AREOM THEfR WAV TO THE 
SOUTH ^A tSLAM0S,7DHELPAM OLD . 
FRlEMD.SPlkE KELLY, RECOVER SOME 
GOLD FROM A SUWKEKJ VESSEL. TI^EY 
HAVE OUST ARRH/EO AT TH Ei R OESTl NATION' 




V 





MOID STILL WffTCHUIA,riLL / READ TMIS- ^ 
It SAYS — ' WAve THE MONiY AT THi OAK 
BV M/OMGHT OR Twe END IS NOT FAR 




fCONT/NUECn; 



tr^air=:>T»' t 3a'B(Ki iwum 




wtmrnt 
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lEARN CARTOONING 



BY JOHN PATTERSON 



Lesson no. 1 heads 






To DRAW A COf^lC HEAD-FtRST MAKE A SQUARE WiTM PEWCfL-MEXT DIVIDE 
IT iMTO FOUR; PACTS-FiLL IW WfTH PE.Mc!L-THf^N IW!^-AMD ERASE PENCIL LINE 



II 





^% 



To MAKE A FPOKiT VIEW- PROCEED f W THE SAME MAN WER. H^rT^W O 
MAKE UPORICIMAL HEADS-Ftf?STIM PEf^CILAKJO TMEM IM IMK. 



MAKIMG 
FVeS'EARS-WOSE 




//^^> 
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r 1,^ \ >i^ r-^ FOR 

./-» /^^ ^». -\./-* /^^ MOUTH -HAIR J* ^A JtQJL' .^L-"*^ *\\\c^*- C6 



» FACE EXPRESSION 



A LITTLE E\/ERY 
OAY. 



^^•- 





LESSON KiO.E 



STuPiDiry 





SPITE 






SMILE 




LAUCHTT?:!? UPROARIOUS tAUCWTE 
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A Crossword Puzzle 



By Stanley Ash worth 



This One 
Looks Easy, 
But Beware I 

Here Arc a 

, Cdiiplc of 

Teasers 



HORIZONTAL 

I. Wafidcrg atealthilj- 

1. Roguea 
13. Laeso* 
15. A bre»(3 of dog 
IB. Thoroughfare: KhtiT- 
17, Weary 

iS. Lay out by line 
2Q. Perform 
2im-breil fellow 
2S. Make a copy of 

24, Strikes a blow 

25. Self (pi.)) 
17. Manner of 

25. Lacks moisture 

29, Fart of a skelstotl 

30. Makes a depreasion in 

52. Bathes 
S4. stains 
3S, Dries 

37. There fGer> 

3S. -=tate Of flomplets cOJi- 
tentmeiit 

S?. C^RUlned 

*I. Deposit a *pwi 

4r. Ductile 
.4J. Mentally -kpp^ 

i^. ]mproim>tu storipi 

4 J. Mark of piinctualifin 
^•49. Tut short 

El. 15111119 a disiiersenhli 
smell 

53. rnrnr"sed of * C"r©al 
rrsin 

14. Frror fsUnpr) 

Sfi S»cre*) [tfiFiE 

E7. Pprinds of Ume 

g<i. Waves 

60. The (Fr.) 
■ f Came 
fc SS.This (OPr.l 

(4.Thftt which dran-t ts 
;:=elf 

ffi iymiiiiud 

67. Printers' measure 

8fl. Forward 

6? Rabbits 

?i Pshy'* rf>''!>b'j!»!'y 

ri. Wet! hr-ori 

7;. '>!'■'. 




\"EKT1CAL 

■n^^posired 
Despoils 
Conjunction 
Humorist 
Den 

Scattered loosely 
Tangy 
Enelojurs 
Fefninine natrii 
M'ls^ical nor* 
Thosip -srho eifft nQ» 
dii* emphasis on utiiaa* 
portant FiihJ«'tS 
IncHniDK termini 
Floorer leaf 
Pronounce* indit- ■^.:' 
ttoctly 

Water liymp*h 
. Serpent 

He -irho receivea s <I> 
nation 
Saf upoti 
Lo*t pieht 
. A Compietfl «er!#n 
. Arrriv.nr of 
FTelamatJoa 
Stitch 



To obscure 

A serifs of wovea ia- 

TPr«tic*i^ 

A. thiekne-'.^ 

MitiiJfe partirtei 

El metrical 1 J charge* 

Worn 

r>re!i!i roat* rini 

Quench 

BjSrnt »iij£4r 

A tab!« for food 

Em't fircf Btiily, 

Ijtbe 

Plant »wellinjt dne to 

«b(>orption of too mticli 

moisture 

Greek letter <p1.1 

klfix (inorbor iDsrkw 

Ppcorat-oin 

Simmer* 

Eruption* 

Nautical hall 

Torn 

Exeitetnent 

Palot: abbr. 

Boy's nicknare* 

Electrical engineer.! 

(init) 



AfiotHer Ash-Aorth Public Next Week 



Aeronautical Advisory Servia 

Beginning a Fascinating Series of Articles on the Subject of Flying, 

and the Service or Maintenance of Aircraft and Engines, as Well as 

Air Travel in General 

by CAPTAIN RAYMOND CLARK 




Wa AIRliNiiS^ITH "AIR BRAKES'' APPLIED, ABOUT lO LAND AFTER FLYING AT A RATE OF 200 MILES PER HC 

Editor's Note: — Captain Clark, a recog* 
riized authority on the air service and ali 
its branches, will answer in this depart- 
ment any questions about flying asked by 
the readers of The Comics Magazine. 
Questions must be addressed to him, care 
of the magazine, and will be answered in 
order of their receipt. No replies will b« 
sent by mail. Readers earnestly striving 
to compile valuable information about air- 
planes and air travel, can, by keeping a 
fJe of the magazine, build up a splendid 
aeronautical library for themselves. So 
start "shooting" your questions and watch 
for the answers by Captain Clark in each 
issue. 



AS a restOt of many years of experience In the 
sty and around flying fields &nA airplajie en- 
pine shops, I h*'.'e found that there are a certain 
number ^^ iVs-Mt "standard" questions asked by 
nnvices .K ^i^rd to th's moderti sport and In- 
dustry. In ortier to acquaint readers -with the form 
In which most questions are asked, also to start 
th'<: setifis off T*'ith some real Information, 1 Trill 
li^t below a group of questions and ans-wers cover- 
Irs a score or more elementary points. 

Tf TOu baTp Rny- proiiiema about motors, ebips 
of atiy type, old or new, routes, construction or 
p=r.rOi!Fil!ti(^ coT>n'-rted with aviation, I shall be 
glad to belp any reader Willi the solution. Write 
me, 

.And now. hfTt «re some of the commoner ques- 
tleis pod my "an;weis to thpni: 
Q. What lUnd of airplane Is tli= safest to ride in? 
A. Any airplane which bears the Depaxtment of 



Commerce license marldngB "K.C" Is b^s safe to riiJi 
In u a, railway car marked Pollmaa. 

Q. Wist do the letten KC. mean? 
A. The letters N.C. oa an airplane mean tha; 
the plane has been tcspected by a Department 
Commerce Inspector and he has fo'jnd it to bs 
perfectly lafe for carrying passengers or any com 
mercial ase anywhere in the U. S. A. Hence: 
N. — National. 
C, — Commercial. 

Q. 'UTiat salary do pUots nsually reeeiTe? 

A. The salaries of pilots vary, "Barnstormers' 
are rage from eo pay at all to fifty dollars -pe 
week. Transport pilots on established air line 
draw from ?600 to ISOO per month and expenses 
Ftlota In South American and South African sen 
Ice UBU&Uy draw from Jl.OOO to tl,500 per monti 

Q, Wliat qualifications are necessary to learn t 
fly? 

A, In order to obtain a pri%'ate license one mm 
pass a physical eiami nation by a reputable phj, 
sician, be normally Intelligent, obtain a free per 
mlt from a Department of Commerce Inspento; 
and bare at least 10 hours solo time in the air. 

Q. How would you compare learning to fly wit' 
learning to drive a car? 

A. It is less difficult to learn the fundamentals c 
flying than of (3riTlng, There is no clutch to wor 
and no gears to sMft. The propeller is fastene 
to the end of the engine crankshaft. Pushing th 
throttle lever open gives more si>eed and powet 
Steering a plane is done by toot pedals. Directicj 
"up" Is obtained by pulling the control stick back 
Direction "down" is obtained by iBOvlng the co! 
trol stick forward slightly and pulling the throtll 
back to reduce the power. 



Q, Whit keaps ths airplaa* up In tht »ir! 

A. AirplanM *r« drawn thrmijli the air br th« 
screw motion of the projheUer. The blwt o( air 
thrown back oa the tail surface* of the plane by 
t!ie propelJer is known as the «iipstream or prop 
wasb. Tie wings o£ a plana are alway» attached 
to th# ftKBla^* with tb« trailinj edge of the win? 
a tew e^TBCi lower tUan the leadii^ edga. Thii 
is called the angle of Incidence and ^rea the lift 
to the plane ai it ie drawn through the air by the 
»crew action of the propeller. 




TivnppQrl en BTOutid phnW]n|[ p«iti«i nf mr bnkM^ wkif^ 
t*dnc» thm UMfrnf tv**4 to lo^Ht «v*r attusAd 1^ m tniu* 
port of tkTt HT±^ 

Q. What Is the first thing to learn about flying? 

A. The ISret thing to learn in flying ie to bsT* 
confl-dence In the pilot who is teaching you, and In 
the plans in which you are learning. F«ar of great 
height will decrease and gradually digappeer as 
your training progresses, 

0. TVTiat are the d liferent kinds of airplane en- 
tines? 

A, The different klndi of airplane engines are; 
radial air-r-ooled, V-iype waier cooled, four cylinder 
vertical air-cooled and inverted four cylinder air- 
cooled. Also a small two cylinder opposed aii^ 
cooled. 

Q. UTiat kind of Ignition bag an aii^lane engine? 
A. Two magnetoes fumisli electrical current for 
two spark plugs in each cylinder in *Tery mwtor. 

Q. What would cause Tibration in an airplane 
motor? 

A. Vibration in an airplane motor could be 
caused by loose motor mount bolts or by one or 
more cylinder* missing, caused by any of the fol- 
lowing: 

3. Bad ignition points, 
5. Bad s-parlt plugs. 

.', Improper carburetor mtiture. 

4. Poor flow of gas to the earburetf^r. 



O. What wonld cause vlbratioB !n an tlrplaae! ' 

A, There are several causa* of vibration In aa 
airplane. Ijjosa Interplane stmts or fittings, loose 
landing or flying wires, airplane improperly rigged. 

Q. What is meant by rigging an airplane? 

A, Assembling and aligning the wlngi, faaeisg* 
and tail surfaces so that when it ii in the air the 
plane will fly lerel laterally and longitudinally 
with Uttle or no guiding by the pilot 

Q. When a $tane is Improperly rigged wh»t may 

be open ? 

A, When a plane is improperly rigged It may 
fly either left or right wing heavy, it may be nose 
or tall heavy, it may "hunt," that Is dart up or 
down or to either side unexpectedly, or It may 
spin very sasily. 

Q. What are flying wires and landing wires? 

A, The wires which run from the fuselage of the 
ship upward to the top wing, bold the weight of the 
ship to the wing as the wing provide* lift in the 
air and are called flying wireo. The landing w^res 
are from ths npwr wing sccross the flying wires 
to the lower winge and give the plane support 
while landing and keep the wings in alignment. 

Q, How ihould flying wires aM landing wires be 
• c! lusted 7 

A, The proper tension can be learned only 
through experience tn the adjusting and fitting of 
wires. If taken «p too tight they will cause the 
struts to bend and if left too looi>R they will vi- 
brate and weaken the wing ensemble. 

Q. Describe the fuel s^itent of an airplan*. 

A. The gasoline tanks are usually in the wings 
ot all alrpianei. Moet modem plane* use in tui&i- 
tinn TO the regular gravity feed a fuel pump driven 
by the engine. At the bottom of each tank Is a 
sump with a petcock in it to drain the water which 
accumulate* in the tank. In the gai line between 
the tank and the carburetor is a coiodor strainer 
and In the carburetor there is another strainer 
of very flne mesh wire. The sump should be drained 
and the strainers cleaned after every 10 hours flyinj, 

Q. What is •t.agger in an airplane? 

A. The distance that the upper wing's leading 
edge extends forward frotn the lower wing is 
known as positive stagger. When the leading edge 
of the lower wing js In advance of the upper wing 
It Is called n native stagger. 

And in the next Issue we'll tAke up more poLnta 
aboiit flying and airplanee in general. Happy 
l»ndiT!B« ! 
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